EDIT HERE AND PLACE YOUR POLITICATIONS, STATE AND FEDERAL (their address is on the front page www.sunfishqueensland.org ) Print out and sign then post to Sunfish NQ.,  PO box 330 MDC Aitkenvale Qld 4814 and we will make sure it is presented to them.

Copy: The Hon Dr. David Kemp

           368 Centre Road

           Bentleigh  Vic. 3204

Re: Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority ( GBRMPA ) Representative Area Program ( RAP )

As a signatory to this letter I wish to express my strong opposition to what appears to be nothing more than a political stunt.

So far the GBRMPA has failed to produce any evidence to support the need to ban fishing from a massive area ( in excess of 100,000 Km2 ) of the park.

Numerous studies into the abundance of reef fishes, together with experiments into the effects of fishing on the Great Barrier Reef have been carried out. As these have not been published and used to support the need for closures, I can only assume that no such support is contained within these studies.

Of course everyone wants to protect both the reef and its associated fishery for future generations. At the same time sustainable, well-managed use should be allowed to continue. Under the objects of the Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act it states: “to promote ecologically sustainable development through the conservation and ecologically sustainable use of natural resources”.  So far, I see no evidence that this necessitates the proposed massive closures.

I feel so strongly about this issue that I will be placing any sitting member of either Federal or State parliament last on the ballot paper, unless they publicly demand a halt to the application of fishing bans, until scientific proof of both there need and effectiveness is forth coming.

Comments:………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

Yours sincerely

 ………………………………………..

Name:…………………………………………………………

Address:……………………………………………………….

              ……………………………………………………….

